7ATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
ier will come Germany; but the last and greatest menace of all will
>e Russia."
Throughout my five years in Belgrade, Italy continued to be Yugo-
laviajs main foreign preoccupation, though King Alexander always
jelieved that ultimately in her own interest, and in defence of Trieste
igainst the German menace from the north, Italy would seek to become
Jugoslavia's ally. He was far wiser than Mussolini in this respect.
^lo alliance is more unnatural than an Italo-German one. A dominant
Germany will assuredly seek an outlet on to the Mediterranean, which
nust obviously be Trieste, so long held by Austria. It seems to me
nconceivable that Mussolini should fail to realize that in helping to
establish Germany's overpowering position in Europe he was ruining
Italy's chance of keeping the Adriatic as mare nostrum. Savoy and
Tunis would be poor compensations for having to share the Adriatic
and Mediterranean with an aggressive Germany. I used to argue this
point with my friend Attolico, the Italian Ambassador in Berlin.
I believe that in his heart of hearts he agreed with me and was no great
lover of the Axis, but his answer used to be that it was better for Italy
to be a good second to Germany than the bad third that she was in the
Anglo-French-Italian Entente, which had been built up at Stresa only
to collapse like a pricked bubble as the result of the Abyssinian
adventure, •
In any case, King Alexander tried his utmost to improve relations
with Italy and at one time it looked as if he might succeed. He con-
ducted his negotiations with Mussolini with the utmost secrecy
through an Italian intermediary who was a personal friend of his.
Except for the Minister of the Court, none of his own Cabinet Ministers
was aware that negotiations were proceeding. The Italian
Minister in Belgrade was a link in the chain, but apart from him I was
probably the only outsider whom the King took into his confidence.
At the very moment at which the negotiations appeared to be on the
point of reaching a successful conclusion, a small incident occurred in
a Bosnian village which necessitated the despatch of a few gendarmes
to restore order. This was magnified into a large-scale revolt against
Serbian rule by the foreign press, which talked of artillery and troops
having to be sent from Belgrade to crush the disturbance. There was
always talk of internal dissatisfaction leading to open rebellion in
Yugoslavia, and Mussolini preferred wishful thinking and press reports
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